
SOUTH EAST 
HAMPSHIRE 
RAPID TRANSIT
CONNECTING COMMUNITIES IN 
THE PORTSMOUTH CITY REGION



South East Hampshire Rapid Transit is a project between 
Portsmouth City Council, Hampshire County Council and 
Isle of Wight Council, delivered through an established 
partnership with local public transport operators. We are 
all working towards a shared vision: to better connect 
communities in Gosport, Fareham, Havant, Waterlooville 
and the Isle of Wight with Portsmouth.

Why rapid transit?
As a national and international maritime gateway, Portsmouth is the economic 
centre of the South East Hampshire region attracting people for work, 
education and leisure from Gosport, Fareham, Havant, Waterlooville and the 
Isle of Wight.

The city region’s island and peninsula geography, punctuated by areas of 
environmental importance, has determined a pattern of urban development 
with significant proportions of the labour force living in the outlying suburbs, 
dominated by complex car-dependent travel patterns.

The transport network is constrained by these challenges, and is reaching 
and exceeding capacity, which is negatively impacting on productivity and 
economic growth.

Rapid transit will create a more efficient and sustainable public transport 
network for the city region. It will improve journey times and journey reliability 
and provide a high quality customer experience, while reducing congestion 
in our city and towns.

The rapid transit network will comprise dedicated busways where 
land is available, bus lanes on roads where practical and priority at 
traffic lights for buses.
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Funding
In September 2018, Portsmouth City Council 
and Hampshire County Council were one of 
just twelve city regions shortlisted to bid for a 
share of the Department for Transport’s £1.28bn 
Transforming Cities Fund, for public transport 
improvements.

Building on the success of the Star, Eclipse, and 
the 23 and 700 services, the Hard Interchange 
and Portsmouth Park & Ride, the Transforming 
Cities Fund will enable the next phase of the 
South East Hampshire Rapid Transit network.

As a network it will continue to grow and evolve 
after the Transforming Cities Fund period in 
response to changing needs.
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Bus priority corridor introduced on the A3 (the Star corridor)

Eclipse busway phase 1a completed
Western Way /Portland Street Bus Lane, Fareham (April)

Redlands Lane/A27 bus priority scheme, Fareham (June)

Portsmouth Park & Ride opens (April)
Solent Go multi-operator smartcard launched (July)

The Hard Public Transport Interchange is transformed (May)
Contactless payment on buses (June)
Station Roundabout/Gudge Heath Lane improvement, Fareham (November)
Eclipse Busway extension to Rowner Road (National Productivity 
Infrastructure Funding award) Gosport (November)

Transforming Cities Fund shortlist (September)

Tranche 1 funding announced (March)
Strategic Outline Business Case draft submission (June)
Strategic Outline Business Case final (November)

Schemes will be delivered between 2019 and 2023

Future 

phases
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OUR PLAN
This current phase of the scheme, which will 
be delivered over a four-year funding period, 
proposes the delivery of over 30 infrastructure 
improvements for public transport, walking and 
cycling; bus fleet upgrades and a better customer 
experience for all.

Objectives of the Transforming Cities Fund

 Ʋ Invest in new local transport infrastructure to 
boost productivity.

 Ʋ Improve public and sustainable transport 
connectivity.

 Ʋ Improve access to employment sites, 
enterprise zones, development sites, or an 
urban centre that offers particular growth /
employment opportunities.

Additional objectives

 Ʋ Improving access to work and delivering growth.

 Ʋ Encouraging the use of new mobility systems 
and technology as part of the Grand Challenge 
on the future of mobility.

 Ʋ Tackling air pollution and reducing carbon 
emissions.

 Ʋ Delivering more homes.

 Ʋ Delivering apprenticeships and improving skills.
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Rapid transit routes and overview 
of highway interventions*

The proposed rapid transit network will 
eventually serve 14 large development sites 
which will together deliver 17,750 new homes 
and 306,000 sqm of employment floor space –  
comprising 42% of new dwellings and over 
72% of new employment floor space in the 
Portsmouth city region to 2036.

i

*Interventions included within the scheme proposal may be subject to variation

 Railway stations  

  Ferry and Hovercraft 
  Rapid transit corridor 
  Rapid transit corridor (ferry & Hovercraft)  
  Alternative routing options 
  Enhancements to local buses

1  Waterlooville corridor
2  Waterlooville town centre
3  Havant town centre
4  Havant Rusty Cutter Roundabout
5  Havant Road corridor
6  Fareham bus station
7  Fareham Delme Roundabout
8  Fareham –  Portchester corridor
9  Portchester district centre
10  Portchester corridor east
11  Gosport busway completion
12  Gosport Highway
13  Gosport Interchange
14  Spur Road Roundabout (& approaches)
15  Cosham Interchange
16  Portsbridge area junctions
17  Eastern Road/Walton Road bus gate
18  Anchorage Road corridor
19  A2047 corridor
20  Lake Road corridor
21  City centre north link
22  Queen Street/Alfred Road
23  City centre south
24  St Michael’s gyratory bus gate
25  Terraces and King’s Road Roundabout
26  Clarence Pier Interchange
27  Albert Road corridor
28  Rudmore Roundabout (incl. Stamshaw Rd)
29  Ryde Transport Hub
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Our vision
 Ʋ To deliver a high quality network of fast, frequent 
and reliable services and infrastructure, 
which provides turn up and go, end to end 
connectivity, limited stop travel and interchange 
at key locations within the city region.

 Ʋ Distinct from but interchanging with rail services, 
local bus services, walking, cycling and local 
waterborne transport.

 Ʋ Industry-leading rapid transit vehicles, building 
on the success of the Eclipse and Star corridors, 
Portsmouth Park and Ride and the Hard 
Interchange to deliver a step change in travel.

 Ʋ One simple ticketing and billing system providing 
fare capping over the full range of transport 
services in the city region.

 Ʋ Push notification travel information to the 
customer for all transport modes in the 
city region.

 Ʋ High quality, attractive and accessible waiting 
facilities and interchanges with real time 
information and convenience services.

 Ʋ Connecting the community with rapid transit via 
high quality routes for pedestrians and cyclists.

 Ʋ Develop infrastructure and technology to provide 
reliable convenient journey times along the rapid 
transit network.
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Benefits at a glance
 Ʋ The new rapid transit scheme will provide fast, 
frequent and reliable routes between the city 
region’s towns and satellite communities and 
the city of Portsmouth.

 Ʋ Planned infrastructure schemes will improve 
journeys for existing local bus services and 
other road users.

 Ʋ Routes will offer new connections and better 
journeys, reducing the need for car use.

 Ʋ Increase in GVA (measure of the value of goods 
and services produced in an area).

 Ʋ The project supports the delivery of the 
local plan development proposals across 
the city region.

 Ʋ Rapid transit will:

• Improve access to employment and 
education opportunities.

• Improve the customer experience through 
better waiting areas, real time travel 
information and simple ticketing options.

• Improve accessibility.

• Promote active travel networks.

• Reduce congestion and improve air quality.

Our next steps
As well as designing schemes and compiling 
the Strategic Outline Business Case, we are 
working in close partnership with public transport 
operators to gain essential support from local 
politicians and businesses. We are committed to 
engaging with existing passengers and the wider 
community, including hard to reach groups, to 
create a new transport network which will meet 
their needs –  now and in the future.

This wide-ranging engagement will help ensure 
the South East Hampshire Rapid Transit meets 
the needs of local people and businesses. 
Engagement is crucial in realising the ambition 
of the scheme.
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Portsmouth City Council
Transport Planning
transportplan@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

Hampshire County Council
Strategic Transport
strategic.transport@hants.gov.uk

Isle of Wight Council
highways-pfi@iow.gov.uk


